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Setting the Scene

Tough questions always come when least expected. They put you on the spot. They make you sweat over
your intellectual, ethical, and emotional responses to pressing problems that you know are important—
wars, poverty, humanity’s origin, God’s existence, globalization, climate change, other religions, eternal
destiny—just you planned to think out a well reasoned response over a smooth latté when spare time
presented. Sadly, the time never came, and so here you are again, unsure and uncomfortable.

Maybe I'm speaking for you. I’'m certainly speaking for myself! As a Christian apologist—that is, one
defending and commending the Christian faith as plausible—I've often found myself sweating it over a
tough question or three coming from left-field, usually while in front of a senior high class, all the while
trying to point people to Jesus.

But sadly, for many of us, fear of being unable to answer these tough questions gives us an excuse not to
talk about or faith. How many conversations have you avoided because you were afraid that you might be
faced with a tough question?

John 1:9 tells us that Christ is the true light that gives light to every person. This is a cornerstone verse for
the LOGOS ministries. We are about sharing the light of Christ with others by commending and defending
our Christian faith, and equipping our brothers and sisters in Christ to do the same.

This study guide is designed to be used in your small group as a follow on from the message ‘God’s Two
Books: Integrating Science & Scripture’. You can download the speaker’s notes & slides, an audio of the
message, as well as a number of other resources from the following link:
http://logos.kbc.org.au/blog/resources/logos-talks/gods-two-hands/. At times in this study we’ll be
referring to the points made by the panel, so make sure if you weren’t at one of the messages, you check
out this site! - the LOGOS Team

Try This

Before we get started, humour me with a quick activity: take a few minutes to rate your answers
to the following questions below:
Have you struggled with a difficult passage of Scripture, where God commands or condones acts of

violence?
Of Course! | can’t read the No, it all makes
Old Testament anymore. sense to me
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
If a non-Christian asks you questions about some of these passages, how confident would you be in
responding?
Totally petrified No sweat!
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Do you avoid talking about your faith with people because you’re afraid they’ll ask you tough
questions?

Yes No

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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When it comes to sharing our faith, we’ve all had times when we’ve made mistakes... we
chickened out, said the wrong thing, whatever. That’s not something we need to be afraid of or be
ashamed of — we’ve all been there. But we should learn from those mistakes — what they tell us
about ourselves and what they reveal about our knowledge of the message we’re trying to share.

Hopefully, by the end of this study and others like it, you’ll be better equipped and thus more
confident to share your faith and answer tough questions about instances of divine violence if they
ever come your way.

Take it to God

As you open this study, take a few minutes to commit yourself and your group to God. Ask the
Holy Spirit to search your heart and reveal any sin or blockages keeping you from experiencing
God’s presence. Ask for Godly wisdom and discernment throughout this study, to help you put
aside any preconceived notions or biases, and commit yourself to honouring Him both through
this study and as you apply what we talk about to your life.

The Big Idea

Our world is permeated with religious violence; our history is rife with it... the Crusades, the
Inquisitions, the Middle-East conflict, September 11. Granted, people can use anything to justify
war and violence, but religion is a particularly convenient excuse. Still, it’s hard to reconcile this
backdrop of religious violence with an image of a loving God. Even more so when God Himself is
the instigator, commanding or directly causing the deaths of thousands.

How do we make sense of divine violence? Whether it’s Noah’s Flood, the slaying of Egypt’s
firstborn, the exile of Israel, the beating and crucifixion of Christ, the blood-spattered Lamb of God
astride a White Horse in the End Times, or the casting of countless souls into the Lake of Fire ...
how can a supposedly loving God condone the killing of millions? Is God, as Richard Dawkins
asserts, “a brutish fiend, a moral monster”?

Talking Point

Has everyone in the group seen at least one of the presentations of ‘God's Two Hands: Making
Sense of Divine Violence?’ (8/10am; 5pm on Sunday, 5 June 2011)? If there is anyone who hasn’t
seen it, the group can summarise it for them, or the video is available from the KBC office, or you
can download the audio & PowerPoint from www.kbc.org.au or the link above.

What was your initial response to the message? What made best sense to you? What made the
least sense? Did you think there was anything missing? What impacted you most in this message?

Take a few minutes to share your thoughts with the group.
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Try This

Biblical history is undoubtedly bloody. There are many more episodes than those listed above;
episodes which have caused many genuine, devout Christ followers intense personal anguish as
they try to reconcile these events with the message of forgiveness and love that God
demonstrated in Christ.

Have everyone in the group share which particular event troubles them the most (we all have one,
even if we like to pretend that we don’t).  PASSAGE:

Quite likely, there’s one which is recurring among your group. If not, choose one which the group
agrees is particularly troubling. Read that passage together as a group.

Now talk through it together. Pretend that you have a visitor attending your group tonight;
someone who isn’t a Christian. How would you respond to this person if they asked you to explain
how a loving God could condone or command such an event?

The Big Idea

It’s almost ingrained in us to shrug these sorts of happenings off as being “Old Testament stuff;
laws and sacrifices and wrath”: pre-Jesus. “God does things differently now,” we say, “since Jesus,
God’s all about love and forgiveness and turn the other cheek.” Right?

Wrong. We can't form an artificial divide between the Old and New Testament. The same God is
author of the one story, of which Christ is the climax. In the Old Testament, we see God’s love and
mercy displayed alongside his wrath and judgment. And the New Testament teaches more about
eternal punishment and hell than the Old Testament does.

God isn’t bipolar; he doesn’t arbitrarily switch between “angry god” and “loving god”. He IS Love,
but he is ALSO unspeakably Holy, Righteous and Just. Hence the picture of the God’s Two Hands:
the strong right hand, the power arm: violence if you’re against God, deliverance if you’'re with
Him. And the gentle left hand: full of mercy and grace, withholding well-deserved punishment and
offering forgiveness for any who turn.

Talking Point

Look at that Biblical passage you’ve just tried to defend to our hypothetical non-Christian. The
right hand is obvious; it’s what we picked the passage for. But look for the left hand. It might be
hard to see, but it will be there, even though we often overlook it.

What is it? Had you noticed it before? Does it surprise you to find evidence of God’s mercy and
love in the middle of an example of His wrath?
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Try This

Take a few minutes and watch how Bec grapples with the God-ordained destruction of the
Canaanites by Israel, in the section “Joshua and Jericho” from the ‘God’s Two hands’ message (or
look at the PowerPoint/discussion guide & notes) and jot down how she responds.

Talking Point

Where is her response strong and where is it weak? Would you add anything to it?

How would you respond to the following questions?

Why did God choose Israel?
Can God Kill the Innocent?
Does sin deserve to be punished?

Try This

Heave each group member look up one of the following Biblical stories, and try to identify where
both of God’s hands come into play:

Fall of Mankind (Gen 3)
Murder of Abel (Gen 4)
Noah’s Flood (Gen 6:11-22)
Killing of the First Born (Ex 11:4-6, 12: 7-8, 12-13)
Sodom & Gomorrah (Gen 18:17-33)
Selling of Joseph (Gen 37:12-36)
Mission to Nineveh (Jonah 3)

Talking Point

As you have read through these passages, you would have noticed that some of them are
situations where God has commanded violence, and others are situations where God is working in
violent circumstances. Consider the situations where it is God perpetrating the acts of violence ...
Is there anything that the situations have in common?
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The Big Idea

As we discussed earlier, God is Holy, Righteous and Just. When we look at the flood, the
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, the destruction of Nineveh, the death of the first born ... all
of these events are God’s response to humanity’s wickedness and sin.

That is the danger in drawing an artificial divide between the Old and New Testaments—between
God’s left and right hands. We can’t compartmentalise God. He is not angry or loving; He is both.
In these Biblical episodes, the action God takes is done appropriately, as an act of justice. It is not
evil when God punishes crimes committed against Him, as all sin is. It's God’s job to judge.

But because He is Loving and Merciful, as well as Holy, Righteous and Just, His left hand is always
present alongside the right, offering forgiveness to those who turn to him.

Talking Point

What other examples of this ‘Scarlet Thread of Redemption’ come to mind from the Biblical story?

Try This

Since Jesus is God, and is the image of the Father (John 14:9; Colossians 1:15), then we would
expect to see in Jesus the same attributes of Love, Mercy, Holiness, Righteousness and Justice
reflected. We would expect both the right and left hand. So let’s take a look...

Read through the following passages and note down the ways that both of God’s hands are
displayed in Jesus’ ministry.

Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5-7)
Cleansing of the Temple (Matt 21:10-15)

Talking Point

In what ways is Jesus’ teaching and example continuous or discontinuous with the Divine Violence
in the Old Testament? That is, how does Jesus do it the same, or differently?

KENMORE BAPTIST CHURCH 6 LOGOS MINISTRY



The Big Idea

The ultimate Biblical example of the left and right hands of God in play together is at Calvary: God
graciously determined to save any who would repent. Because we could not get to glory on our
own, Christ had to blaze a trail for us to glory. That trail led through death, and Jesus was willing.
He had to live and die as a human being in order to identify with everyone and become an
acceptable substitute for us by virtue of His sinless humanity. As He identifies with us—His
people—He is not ashamed to call us family and therefore constantly points us to the Father.

Violent justice and tender mercy met on the cross-beams. The cross is the only action a loving God
could have taken to maintain His Holiness, Righteousness and Justice, yet be lovingly gracious and
merciful to guilty sinners at the same time.

Our Challenge

How, as Christ-followers, do we respond to the Cross? It is more than just a means of salvation. Do
we have a holy fear of God? Or do we use His supposed violence in history as a way of questioning
His moral credentials to judge? Apart from God, we have no foundation for any of our moral
judgments. But if there is a God, then He alone has the right to judge.

Do you recognise God's right hand in your life? Do you acknowledge His absolute right to come
into the midst of your brokenness and mess, and pass judgment? Do you appreciate that you are
not called in this world to a life of violence, of judging others, or seeking revenge — because that is
God’s province alone? And the day is coming when He will judge the world in righteousness.

Commit to God all the times in your life when you take control, when you pass judgment, when you
turn to violence (whether externally in the depth of your heart). Repent, and be reconciled once
again to God through Christ, who absorbed evil with pure love.

Are you, as an ambassador of Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, demonstrating God's left hand
of love in your life? Are you salt and light in a bland and dark world, sowing peace wherever you
go? Are you reaching out to hurt and broken people, that they may be reconciled to God and
saved from the wrath that is to come?

Release control of your life, release the fears that hold you back, and ask you Heavenly Father to
give you a glimpse of His heart for a groaning world. Let His compassion be yours, and ask Him to
show you Kingdom opportunities, that you may be God’s left hand of grace and forgiveness,
extended to a broken and hurting soul.
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Kenmore Baptist Church Message Outline 5/6/11 AM/PM (LOGQOS)
GOD'S TWO HANDS: Making Sense of Divine Violence

OPENING DRAMA: "What the Lectionary Left Out’
downlight on Sue + Chris Chapman for reading of 7 quotes, supporfted by powerpoint

}

What the Lectionary Left Out.

GENESIS 6:5-8 {SUE!

® Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of

, his heart was only evil continually. ... ” So He said, “I will
Genesis 6:5-8 destroy man whom | have created from the face of the
earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the
air, for | am sorry that | have made them.” ® But Noah
found grace in the eyes of the LORD.

‘Part of what makes Jehovah such a fascinating
participant in stories of the Old Testament is His
kinglike jealousy and pride, and His great appetite for
praise and sacrifices. But we have moved beyond this
God (haven't wev).
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DEUTERONOMY' 7:1-2 {SUE}

L “\When the LORD your God brings you into the land
which you go to possess, and has cast out many nations
before you—the Hittites and the Girgashites and the
Deuterenomy. 7:1-2 Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the
Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and
mightier than you, 2 and when the LORD your God
delivers them over to you—you shall conquer them and
utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with
them nor show mercy to them.”

‘{The forgotten Canaanites weret pitilessly driven out
of their homes to make room for the ungrateful and
mutinous children of Israel. .. The ground is forever
soaked with the blood of the innocent.”

PSALM 2:10-12 {SUE!

19 Be wise, O kings; be instructed, you judges of the earth.
1 Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.
12 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the
way, when His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all
Psalm 2:10-12 those who put their trust in Him.

“The God of the Old Testament is arguably the most
unpleasant character in all fiction: jealous and proud of
it a petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a
vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a misogynistic,
homophobic, racist, infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal,
pestilential, megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic,
capriciously malevolent bully.”
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Troubling Stories and a Bloody God (Dave Benson)

A warm welcome to Kenmore Baptist Church.
Actually, a warmer welcome than you may
suspect given the readings we just heard. This
isn't your usual Sunday pep talk. But this year is
probably just the right time for Logos to tackle
some troubling stories.

GOD'S TWO HANDS
B

At i So, why this year? I'll let the press break it to you
|Bin Laden’s terror reign over - gently.

EIReading from The Australian:
‘Bin Laden’s Terror Reign Over.
Yep, that's right. Osama is gone.

This well bearded face of global terrorism was responsible for 3000 deaths on
September 11, 2001. On May 1, 2011, the tables turned. Navy seals visited his Pakistani
hide-out. Shortly thereafter, bin Laden was dead.

% When you heard the news, how did you respond?

GOD'S TWO HANDS
QL OSAVAER vk Millions of Americans celebrated justice done and
s as leaders hail victory the friumph of freedom. One National Guard
e trooper announced, "There is no greater joy in my
life than to know that this man is dead.

Apparently ‘revenge is a dish best served cold.’

Australians, typically, were apathetic. Osama'’s
| successor was in the wings, reprisal attacks were
sure to follow .. any partying seemed premature.

But for the average person, a disturbing question remained: Is religion responsible?

y The President said this is not a war on Islam. But
that's not how many in the Middle East see things.
~nahe I 9-1Tmay have been the lesser jihad, but af least

S from al-Qa'ida’s perspective, it was sanctioned by
the Koran.

But what about from the so-called ‘Christians.
Are our hands clean?

. Only a year earlier | read an article entitled "Gl Jesus
L = joins the US war effort” Some soldiers in
Afghams’ran were using high- powered rifle sights engraved with Bible references, like
Jesus’ in John 8:12: "Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life.” The journalist commented, "Weapons of war were not what the Prince of
Peace had in mind when he talked about giving sight to the blind.
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